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Boroudi)  of  CDorkp. 


medical  Officer  of  health’s 

jinnual  Report, 


1912. 


CHORLEY, 


FEBRUARY,  1913. 

TO  THE  CHORLEY  TOWN  COUNCIL. 

Gentlemen, 

The  most  noticeable  features  in  the  Report  for  1912,  which  I have 
the  honour  to  present  to  you,  are  the  commencement  of  the  campaign 
against  the  prevalence  of  Tuberculosis,  the  outbreak  of  Ptomaine 
Poisoning  in  the  Borough  in  May,  the  rejection  of  the  Red  Bank  Sewage 
Scheme  by  the  Local  Government  Board,  and  the  various  Sanitary 
Improvements  that  have  been  carried  out  by  your  orders  during  the 
year. 

I shall  deal  with  these  and  other  matters  in  detail  later  on  in 
my  Report  and  commence  as  usual  with  the  Vital  Statistics  obtaining 
in  Chorley  during  1912. 

During  1912,  seven  hundred  and  one  (701)  Births  were  registered 
as  occurring  in  the  Borough  of  Chorley.  Upon  an  estimated  population 
of  30700  in  the  middle  of  the  year — I calculate  the  Birthrate  at  22.83 
per  thousand.  Five  (5)  of  these  Births  were,  however,  of  Children  born 
in  Chorley  of  Parents  not  resident  in  the  town,  and  I,  therefore, 
calculate  the  Birthrate  of  Residents  at  22.64  per  thousand. 

The  Birthrate,  lower  than  that  of  1911 — is  the  lowest  on  record 
in  your  Borough. 

In  order  to  give  you  some  idea  of  the  remarkable  decrease  in  the 
registered  number  of  Births  and  the  Birthrates  in  the  last  twenty  j^ears 
I give  you  the  following  figures. 


Number  of  Birth - 

Population.  Births.  rate. 

1891  23082  800  34.54 

Decade  U891 — 1900)  25467  Average  814  Average  31.95 

Decade  (1901 — 1910)  28585  Average  790  Average  27.61 

1911  30317  714  23.45 

1912  30700  701  22.83 


If  the  Birthrate  in  Chorley  during  1912  had  been  the  same  as 
during  1891 — instead  of  only  701  children  born,  there  would  have  been 
1060  : if  the  Birthrate  had  been  the  average  for  the  decade  (1891 — 1900), 
980  children  would  have  been  born  in  1912 — and  if  only  the  average 
of  the  decade  (1901 — 1910)  had  been  maintained,  847  Births  would 
have  been  registered. 
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The  Birthrate  of  England  and  Wales  in  1912  was  23.8  per 
thousand  of  the  estimated  population  and  was  the  lowest  on  record  but 
one  (1)  per  thousand  higher  than  the  rate  obtaining  in  Chorley. 

Three  hundred  and  sixty-five  (365)  of  the  Births  to  Chorley 
Residents  were  of  Males  and  three  hundred  and  thirty-one  (331)  of 
Females. 

Twenty -eight  (28)  of  these  Births  were  illegitimate,  that  is  to 
say,  4 per  cent.  In  the  previous  year,  1911,  5 per  cent,  of  the  Births 
were  illegitimate,  whilst  for  manj^  years  the  percentage  of  such  Births 
has  varied  between  3 and  4. 

Exactly  the  same  number  of  Deaths  were  registered  in  Chorley 
in  1912  as  in  the  previous  year,  191 1,  and  also  in  1909,  viz  five  hundred 
and  one.  (501).  Upon  the  estimated  population  of  30,700  I calculate 
the  Deathrate  (Registered  Deaths)  at  16.32  per  thousand  per  annum, 
as  compared  with  the  estimated  Deathrate  in  1911  of  16.48. 

Two  hundred  and  seventy-seven  (277)  Males  and  two  hundred 
and  twenty -four  (224)  Females  died  in  the  Borough  during  the  year. 

The  number  of  Deaths  of  Residents  in  Chorley  during  1912  was 
four  hundred  and  ninety-four  (494),  as  twenty-two  (22)  Residents  of 
your  Borough  died  at  some  other  locality  outside  the  town  whilst 
twenty-nine  (29)  Deaths  occurred  and  were  registered  in  Chorley  in  the 
caes  of  persons  whose  usual  place  of  residence  was  outside  your  tow'n. 

The  nett  Deathrate  of  Residents  was  accordingly  16.09  per 
thousand  as  compared  with  the  rate  of  16.64  obtaining  in  1911. 

In  Table  I.  (Local  Covernment  Board  Tables)  at  the  end  of  this 
Report  the  Registered  and  Resident  Deathrates  for  1912  are  given  and 
the  similar  statistics  for  the  five  preceding  years — only  it  must  be 
remembered  that  prior  to  1911,  there  were  not  transmitted  to  me  all 
the  Deaths  of  Residents  occurring  outside  the  Borough  and  that,  in 
consequence,  the  Deathrates  of  Residents  in  1910  and  the  preceding 
years  ought  to  be  slightly  higher  than  those  given  in  this*Table. 

The  Deathrate  for  England  and  Wales  in  1912  was  the  lowest 
on  record,  viz  : 13.3  per  thousand — that  is  to  say  2.8  lower  than  the 
Deathrate  of  your  Borough. 

Though  the  same  number  of  Deaths  were  registered  during  1912 
as  in  1911 — the  incidence  of  the  heavier  mortality  was  in  totally  different 
Quarters  of  the  Year — the  number  of  Deaths  being  much  greater  in  the 
first  Quarter  of  1912  than  in  the  same  Quarter  of  1911,  and  markedly  less 


in  the  third  and  fourth  Quarters  of  1912  than  in  the  corresponding 
Quarters  of  the  preceding  Year. 


Compared  with  the  Average  of  the  preceding  decade  (1902 — 1911) 
the  ]\IortaIity  in  1912  was  much  heavier  in  the  first  Quarter  and  much 
lighter  in  the  fourth  Quarter  than  the  average  Mortality  in  the 
corresponding  Quarter  of  that  decade. 


This  you  will  see  from  the  following  Table. 


TABLE  A. 


Year. 

First 

Quarter. 

No.  of  Deaths. 

Second 

Quarter. 

No.  of  Deaths. 

Third 

Quarter. 

No.  of  Deaths. 

Fourth 

Quarter. 

No.  of  Deaths. 

Total.!. 

1912 

181 

119 

98 

103 

501 

Average  of 
Decade 
1902—1911. 

130.9 

1143 

99.7 

129.1 

474 

1911 

117 

104 

142 

138 

501 

1910 

125 

92 

89 

121 

427 

1909 

127 

120 

87 

167 

501 

1908 

140 

112 

105 

111 

468 

1907 

149 

129 

91 

125 

494 

1906 

115 

116 

110 

141 

482 

1905 

138 

115 

119 

114 

486 

1904 

140 

114 

70 

131 

455 

1903 

117 

122 

103 

122 

464 

1902 

141 

119 

81 

121 

462 

The  very  severe  weather  during  the  first  Quarter  of  1912  was,  I 
believe,  a principal  factor  in  the  heavy  Mortality  during  that  Quarter— 
there  having  been  an  unusual  number  of  Deaths  from  Bronchitis  and 
Pneumonia. 


In  the  next  Table,  Table  B,  I have  adopted  the  Age  Groups  that 
were  in  force  before  1911  in  order  to  secure  a sufficient  number  of  years 
for  comparison.  The  number  of  Deaths  for  1912  under  the  recently 
adopted  Age  Groups  are  given  in  Table  III.,  Local  Government  Board 
Tables. 


TABLE  B. 


Y ear. 

1 

Under  1 
year. 

2 

1 & under 

5 years. 

3 

5 & under 
15  years. 

4 

15  & under 
25  years. 

5 

25  & under 
65  years. 

6 

65  and 
upwards. 

Totals. 

1912 

94 

61 

21 

21 

180 

117 

494 

Average 
Five  Years, 
1907—1911 

117.2 

59.6 

17.4 

16.8 

156.6 

100.0 

467.6 

1911 

1910 

1909 

1908 

1907 

122 

104 

114 

115 
131 

78 

46 

64 

46 

64 

19 

13 

13 

20 

22 

16 

18 

23 

8 

19 

1.58 

148 

166 

164 

147 

113 

82 

107 

104 

94 

506 

411 

487 

457 

477 

The  Mortality  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  Age  was  considerably 
less  in  1912  than  in  1911  or  than  the  average  for  the  five  years  preceding 
1912 — but  on  the  other  hand,  the  number  of  Deaths  of  Adults  was 
decidedly  in  excess  in  1912  both  over  the  average — and  over  the  number 
recorded  in  1911 — whilst  the  number  of  Deaths  of  old  people  was  also 
over  the  average  of  the  last  five  years  though  not  much  in  excess  over 
the  number  obtaining  in  1911. 


In  Table  C,  the  Deaths  of  Residents,  due  to  the  several  causes  are 
arranged  under  the  various  wards  in  which  they  occurred  and  also  the 
Deaths  of  Chorley  Residents  which  took  place  in  the  Workhouse  are 
given, 
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TABLE  C. 


Total 

Number 

Deaths. 

North 

Ward. 

South 

Ward. 

East 

Ward. 

West 

Ward. 

Cliorley 

Residents 

Workhouse 

Enteric  Fever  . . 

1 

.. 

1 

Measles  . 

7 

1 

V 

4 

2 

Scarlet  Fever  . . 

6 

1 

1 

2 

2 

Whooping  Cough 

20 

1 

5 

8 

6 

Diphtheria 

4 

1 

. - 

2 

1 

Influenza 

2 

• • 

« . 

. . 

2 

Erysipelas 

3 

. . 

• • 

2 

• - 

1 

Phthisis  Pulmonalis  . . 

29 

7 

4 

8 

4 

3 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 

3 

, , 

1 

2 

« a 

Other  Tuberculous 
Diseases 

5 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

Cancer  . . 

20 

3 

3 

5 

8 

1 

Rheumatic  Fever 

3 

o 

. • 

1 

• • 

• a 

Meningitis 

4 

1 

1 

1 

- . 

1 

Heart  Disease  . . 

45 

7 

6 

17 

13 

2 

Bronchitis 

58 

14 

10 

13 

13 

8 

Pneumonia 

57 

11 

16 

11 

16 

3 

Other  Respiratory 
Diseases 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis 

8 

1 

3 

3 

1 

a a 

Appendicitis 

3 

1 

« . 

1 

1 

• • 

Cirrhosis  Liver  . 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Nephritis 

13 

1 

5 

2 

5 

• a 

Accidents  of  Parturi- 
tion, etc. 

7 

1 

4 

2 

Congenital  Debility 

21 

2 

7 

5 

7 

a a 

Malformation  . . 

O 

, , 

1 

1 

• • 

a a 

Premature  Birth 

18 

3 

7 

2 

6 

, , 

Violence  . 

12 

2 

3 

4 

2 

1 

Suicide  . . 

3 

, , 

1 

2 

, , 

a , 

Other  Defined  Diseases 

87 

16 

23 

20 

18 

10 

111  Defined  Diseases  . . 

45 

10 

11 

8 

14 

2 

Totals  1912 

494 

86 

114 

130 

130 

34 

Totals  1911 

506 

73 

125 

156 

124 

28 

Average  Five  Years 
1907—1911  . . 

467.6 

82.4 

110.4 

131 

115 

28.8 
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You  will  notice  that  fewer  Deaths  have  occurred  in  East  and 
South  Wards  in  1912  than  in  1911 — whilst  in  North  Ward  the  Mortality 
was  higher  in  1912. 

Compared  with  the  average  Mortality  for  the  preceding  five  years 
— the  number  of  Deaths  in  West  Ward  show  a distinct  increase. 

The  Deathrate  in  1912  was  lowest  in  East  Ward,  viz  : 12.1,  in 
South  Ward  it  was  15.8,  in  West  Ward  16.3,  and  in  North  Ward  17.5 
per  thousand. 

In  Table  III.  Local  Government  Board  Tables,  the  Deaths  are 
arranged  under  the  various  Causes  to  which  they  were  due.  As  a new 
classification  has  been  adopted  for  1912  by  the  Local  Government 
Board,  I have  in  Table  D adopted  the  old  form  in  order  to  compare  the 
number  of  Deaths  due  to  each  disease  with  similar  statistics  and  averages 
of  the  previous  five  years,  1907 — 1911. 

TABLE  D. 


! 

Cause  of  Death.  | 

No.  of 
Deaths. 
1912. 

Average 
Five  Years, 
1907-1911. 

No.  of 
Death.s. 
1911. 

No.  of 
Deaths, 
1910. 

No.  of 
Deaths, 
1909. 

No.  of 
Deaths, 
1908. 

No.  of 
Deaths 
1907. 

Enteric  Fever 

1 

2.6 

2 

1 

5 

4 

1 

Measles 

7 

14.8 

20 

2 

28 

1 

23 

Scarlet  Fever 

6 

4.2 

17 

1 

2 

1 

. , 

Whooping  Cough 

20 

6.2 

1 

5 

D 

16 

7 

Diphtheria,  &c. 

4 

7.4 

12 

7 

9 

2 

7 

Influenza 

2 

2.6 

3 

1 

o 

4 

3 

Phthisis  Pulmonalis  . 

29 

29.6 

26 

35 

30 

31 

26 

Other  Tuberculous 
Diseases  . . 

8 

12.8 

11 

14 

9 

]l 

19 

Cancer 

20 

17.4 

19 

19 

14 

18 

17 

Bronchitis 

58 

33.6 

27 

30 

47 

33 

31 

Pneumonia  . . 

57 

45.6 

49 

26 

69 

32 

52 

Other  Respiratory 
Diseases  . . 

4 

4.8 

6 

5 

7 

2 

4 

Diarrhoea  Enteritis  . 

8 

25.2 

47 

23 

12 

26 

18 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver,  &c 

4 

3.4 

4 

3 

5 

2 

3 

Puerperal  Fever 

. . 

1.4 

1 

4 

. . 

. . 

2 

Premature  Birth 

18 

12.2 

9 

13 

13 

11 

15 

Diseases  of  Parturi- 
tion, &c.  . . 

7 

1.4 

1 

1 

4 

1 

Violent  Deaths 

12 

13.0 

13 

8 

17 

15 

12 

Suicides 

3 

3.4 

4 

3 

1 

3 

3 

All  other  Causes 

226 

226.0 

234 

211 

211 

241 

233 

Totals  . 

494 

467.6 

506 

411 

487 

457 

477 
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Here  yon  may  notice  that  the  number  of  Deaths  clue  to  Measles, 
Diphtheria  and  tlie  Diarrhoeal  Diseases  are  markedly  below  the  average 
numbers  for  the  preceding  five  years,  whilst  Whooping  Cough,  Bronchitis 
and  Pneumonia  were  decidedly  more  fatal  in  1912  than  the  average. 


Similar  remarks  hold  good  when  you  compare  the  number  of 
Deaths  in  1912  with  those  due  to  these  diseases  in  1911  — with  the 
addition  that  there  were  markedly  fewer  Deaths  from  Scarlet  Fever  in 
1912  than  in  1911 — though  the  number  was  slightly  above  the  average 
for  the  last  five  years. 

About  half  of  the  Deaths  from  Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia  occurred 
in  the  first  Quarter  of  the  year,  during  a great  part  of  which  the  weather 
was  unusually  severe — and  the  fact  that  Whooping  Cough  was  epidemic 
in  Chorley  accounts  for  the  increase  in  the  number  of  Deaths  due  to 
this  cause. 

The  Infantile  Mortality  in  1912  calcidated  from  the  number  of 
Births  and  the  number  of  Deaths  under  one  year  of  age  was  at  the  rate 
of  one  hundred  and  thirty-five  (135)  per  thousand. 

There  has  been  a great  variation  in  the  Infantile  Mortality 
during  the  several  Quarters  of  the  year.  In  the  first  Quarter  it  was  at 
the  rate  of  one  hundred  and  eighty-eight  (188)  per  thousand  Births — 
in  the  second  at  the  rate  of  one  hundred  and  eighty-two  (182) — in  the 
third  at  sixty-two  (62) — and  in  the  last  Quarter  at  one  hundred  and 
four  (104). 

The  Infantile  Mortality  for  1912  and  the  five  preceding  years 
is  given  in  column2,  Table  I.,  Local  Government  Board  Tables,  and  there 
you  will  see  that  with  the  exception  of  the  rate  recorded  in  1910,  viz. — 
one  hundred  and  thirty-three  (133)  per  thousand  and  the  lowest  on 
record  in  your  Borough— the  rate  for  1912  is  lower  than  any  of  the 
j^receding  five  years  and  twenty  (20)  per  thousand  Births  lower  than  the 
average  of  these  five  years,  viz. — one  hundred  and  fifty-five  (155)  per 
thousand. 

As  I have  explained  to  you,  the  excessive  Infantile  Mortality  of 
the  two  first  Quarters  was  caused  by  the  large  number  of  Deaths 
occurring  from  Whooping  Cough  which  was  epidemic  during  the  early 
months  of  the  year — and  the  unusual  number  of  Deaths  from  children 
prematurely  born. 

The  Infantile  Mortality  for  England  and  Wales  in  1912  was 
only  ninety-five  (95)  per  thousand — considerably  the  lowest  Infantile 
Mortality  recorded. 
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The  Zymotic  Deathrate,  upon  the  estimated  population  of 
30,700,  was  in  1912  1.50  per  thousand  per  annum  ; forty-six  (46)  Deaths 
having  occurred  from  the  seven  principal  Zymotic  Diseases,  viz  : from 
Typhoid  Fever  one  (1)  ; Measles  seven  (7)  ; Scarlet  Fever  six  (6)  ; 
Diphtheria  four  (4)  ; Whooping  Cough  twenty  (20)  and  Diarrhoea  and 
Enteritis  eight  (8). 

This  Zymotic  Deathrate  is  a marked  improvement  upon  that  of 
the  preceding  year  which  was  nearly  twice  as  heavy  as  in  1912 — and 
it  is  also  well  below  the  average  of  the  five  preceding  years,  viz — 1.97. 

The  Zymotic  Deathrates  for  these  years  were  as  follows  : — 

1911 2.96 

1910 1.29 

1909  1.95 

1908  1.73 

1907  1.93 

The  Deathrate  from  all  of  these  Zymotic  Diseases  in  1912  was 
much  below  the  average  for  the  last  five  years  except  in  the  cases  of 
Scarlet  Fever  which  caused  a slightly  increased  number  of  Deaths  and 
of  Whooping  Cough  which  resulted  in  a much  heavier  Mortality  than  the 
average  for  the  past  five  3'^ears. 

The  Zymotic  Death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  in  1912  was 
0.99  per  thousand. 

Infectious  Diseases.- — Excluding  cases  of  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  for  the  present,  two  hundred  and  thirty-six  (236)  cases  of 
Infectious  Diseases  were  notified  to  me  during  1912 — as  compared  with 
three  hundred  and  five  (305)  in  1911.  Though  the  number  of  cases  of 
Infectious  Diseases  reported  in  1912  was  considerably  less  than  that  of 
1911 — it  w'as  much  above  the  average  for  the  preceding  five  years,  viz — 
one  hundred  and  thirty-five  (135). 


Fewer  cases  of  each  of  the  Infectious  Diseases  were  notified  in 
1912  than  in  1911,  except  that  two  (2)  cases  of  Puerperal  Fever  were 
notified  in  1912  and  only  one  (1)  in  1911 — and  the  notifications  of 
Diphtheria  and  Typhoid  Fever  were  below  the  average  for  the  last  five 
years. 


I arrange  in  Table  E,  the  number  of  cases  of  each  Infectious 
Disease  notified  to  me  last  year  under  the  ward  in  which  they  occurred 
and  the  total  number  of  cases  of  each  Infectious  Disease  notified  in 
the  Borough  are  compared  with  similar  totals  for  the  five  preceding 
years. 


TABLE 


TOTALS. 

i06T 

00  00  CO 

^ 

TT 

. - • CO 

• • * iC 
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^ f— H 
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32 

46 
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38 

99 
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58 

77 
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43 

1 

00 

1 (M 
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I may  draw  your  attention  to  the  “ Other  Notifiable  Diseases  ” 
in  which  are  included  the  following  diseases  which  were  not  compulsorily 
notifiable  until  recently  ; — 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  according  to  the  Local  Government 
Board  Regulations,  1908  and  1911. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  included  by  your  resolution  in  1910. 

Cerebro  Spinal  Meningitis  and  Acute  Poliomyelitis  declared 
compulsorily  notifiable  in  1912. 

Of  the  fifty -two  (52)  cases  notified  in  this  column,  fifty-one  (51) 
were  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  and  one  (1)  of  Cerebro  Spinal  Meningitis 
which,  however,  was  of  a man  dying  in  the  Workhouse  but  not  a Resident 
in  the  Borough. 

Small  Pox. — I have  received  no  notification  of  this  disease  in 
the  Borough  since  1903 — so  that  ten  years  have  nearly  elapsed  since 
any  case  has  occurred  in  your  district.  As  you  know  the  Chorley  Joint 
Hospital  Board  have  arranged  for  the  reception  of  cases  of  Small  Pox 
in  the  Blackburn  Small  Pox  Hospital  at  Finnington. 

I must  again  call  your  attention  to  the  increasing  neglect  of 
Vaccination  of  the  children  born  and  living  in  Chorley.  As  School 
Medical  Officer,  I find  that  amongst  the  children  between  three  and  six 
years  of  age  who  were  inspected  at  the  Schools  in  1912 — over  sixteen 
(16)  per  cent,  were  entirely  unprotected  against  this  disease  which  is 
very  fatal  in  the  case  of  the  unvaccinated  and  (even  when  not  causing 
death)  has  frequently  left  blindness  and  great  disfigurement. 

I think  the  greater  facilities  furnished  by  the  alteration  in  the 
Vaccination  Laws  to  the  Conscientious  Objector,  a piece  of  retrograde 
legislation,  and  I can  only  hope  that  no  case  of  Small  Pox  may  be 
introduced  into  the  town,  or,  if  a case  should  occur,  that  the  prompt 
action  of  your  Sanitary  Officials  in  isolating  the  individuals  attacked 
may  prevent  a very  serious  outbreak. 

Scarlet  Fever. — Though  the  notifications  of  this  disease  have 
been  somewhat  fewer  in  1912  than  in  the  previous  year,  with  the 
exception  of  the  years  1911  and  1903,  more  cases  have  been  reported 
than  in  any  previous  year  since  your  adoption  of  the  Notification  of 
Infectious  Diseases  Act.  One  hundred  and  ninety -eight  (198)  cases 
were  notified  during  1912 — of  which  forty-one  (41)  were  reported  in 
the  first  Quarter,  thirty-five  (35)  in  the  second,  seventy-nine  (79)  in 
the  third  and  forty-three  (43)  in  the  last  Quarter, 
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The  fewest  cases,  viz.,  eight  (8),  were  reported  in  May — and 
the  highest  number  of  cases,  viz.,  thirty-two  (32),  were  notified  in  July. 

Thirty-nine  (39)  cases  were  of  Residents  in  the  North  Ward, 
fifty-four  (54)  in  South  Ward,  seventy-four  (74)  in  East  Ward  and 
thirty-one  (31)  in  the  West  Ward.  In  proportion  to  the  population 
of  each  Ward  there  was  very  little  difference  in  the  Wards  in  the  number 
of  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever — except  that  in  West  Ward  only  about  four 
(4)  per  thousand  were  attacked  with  Scarlet  Fever — whilst  in  the  other 
Wards  the  numbers  ranged  between  seven  (7)  and  eight  (8)  per  thousand. 

The  Fever  was  generally  of  a milder  type  than  that  of  1911  and 
the  mortality  was  decidedly  less.  Six  (6)  Deaths  of  Residents  were 
registered  from  Scarlet  Fever  in  1912  or  3 per  cent,  of  the  cases  : whereas 
in  1911  seventeen  (17)  Deaths  occurred  from  this  Disease  or  7.4  of  the 
cases  notified. 

One  hundred  and  seventy  (170)  Cases  were  removed  to  the 
Isolation  Hospital,  or  nearly  86  per  cent.,  of  whom  four  (4)  died 
there— whilst  twenty-eight  (28)  cases  were  isolated  at  home,  of 
whom  two  (2)  died. 

The  generally  mild  character  of  the  disease  has,  I believe,  a casual 
connection  with  the  long  persistence  and  frequent  outbreaks  of  fresh 
cases.  In  several  cases  the  children  have  not  appeared  to  the  parents 
to  be  really  ill  and  very  little  notice  has  been  taken  of  what  seemed  to 
them  to  be  a slight  ailment.  In  some  cases  not  until  the  child  began  to 
“ peel  ’’was  the  true  nature  of  the  disease  ascertained  as  previously  no 
medical  aid  had  been  called  in  and  then  a history  of  a slight  evanescent 
rash  and  a sore  throat  was  obtained.  In  the  meantime,  the  children 
had  been  playing  with  others  and,  in  some  cases,  going  to  School,  and 
thus  spreading  infection.  It  cannot  be  too  strongly  impressed  upon 
parents  that  every  child  “ out  of  sorts  ” and  with  a rash  however  slight 
should  be  seen  by  a medical  man.  I have  detected  cases  of  Scarlet 
Fever  amongst  children  notified  to  me  by  the  School  Teachers  as  cases 
of  Measles  and  had  them  removed  to  Hospital. 

I remarked  in  my  last  report  upon  the  habit  of  neighbours  and 
friends — sometimes  children — visiting  the  houses  where  there  was  a 
case  of  Scarlet  Fever  or  other  highly  Infectious  Disease,  and  I have  had 
frequently  to  request  their  withdrawal  on  the  occasion  of  my  visits. 

All  houses  infected  with  Scarlet  Fever  were  thoroughly  fumigated 
by  your  workmen — and  the  clothes  and  bedding,  etc.,  taken  to  the 
Towns  Yard  to  be  thoroughly  disinfected  by  steam — either  on  the 
occasion  of  the  infected  person  being  removed  to  Hospital  or  upon  the 
recovery  of  the  person  affected  and  the  cessation  of  the  infective  period 
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in  the  case  of  those  persons  isolated  at  home.  1’hc  men  have  directions 
to  ask  for  and  take  away  all  clothing,  etc.,  that  have  been  exposed  to 
infection  but  I have  grave  doubts  that  in  some  cases,  articles  have  been 
kept  back  by  the  people. 

Diphtheria  and  Membranous  Croup. — Twenty  (20)  Cases  of 
Diphtheria  have  been  notified,  viz.,  six  (6)  in  the  first  Quarter,  four  (4) 
in  the  second,  two  (2)  in  the  third,  and  eight  (8)  in  the  fourth  Quarter. 
As  in  1911  the  highest  number  of  cases  was  recorded  in  October. 

The  number  of  cases  notified  in  1912  was  only  half  of  that  in 
1911 — and  the  number  of  Deaths  only  one  third  of  the  Mortality  from 
this  Disease  in  1911. 

Four  (4)  Deaths  were  registered  from  Diphtheria,  giving  the 
Case  Mortality  of  20  per  cent. 

Four  (4)  Cases  were  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital — all 
of  whom  recovered. 

I have  to  state  that  in  several  cases  children  have  been  for  several 
days  suffering  from  Diphtheria  before  the  parents  have  called  in  Medical 
Advice,  and  in  some  instances  too  late  for  remedial  measures — 
especially  the  injection  of  the  Diphtheritic  Antitoxin  to  be  of  any  use. 

There  has  been  a greater  demand  by  the  Medical  Practitioners 
for  the  Antitoxin  kept  at  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Office  than  in  any 
lirevious  year — and  I am  sure  that  your  provision  of  the  Antitoxin  has 
resulted  in  the  saving  of  life. 

Similar  disinfection  of  houses  and  clothing  to  that  described  for 
for  Scarlet  Fever  has  been  carried  out  in  houses  infected  by  Diphtheria 

Typhoid  Fever. — I am  very  glad  to  inform  you  that  only  four 
(4)  cases  of  Typhoid  Fever  were  notified  to  me  in  1912.  Three  (3)  of 
these  cases  were  inmates  of  the  same  house,  so  that  from  only  two  (2) 
houses  was  there  any  report  of  this  Fever. 

One  (1)  Death  occurred,  and  two  (2)  of  the  persons  attacked  by 
the  Fever  were  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital,  both  of  whom  re- 
covered. 

Eighteen  (18)  cases  of  Typhoid  Fever  were  notified  in  1911  and 
the  average  for  the  five  years  preceding  1912  was  fourteen  (14)  per  3^ear 
and  the  average  number  per  year  since  the  adoption  of  the  Notification 
of  Diseases  Act,  was  31.8. 

I think  that  this  marked  reduction  in  late  years  of  the  pi’evalence 
of  Tyjihoid  Fever  has  been  greatly  due  to  the  general  conversion  of 
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privies  and  pail  closets  into  the  water  carriage  system,  and  it  is  to  be 
hoped  that,  as  soon  as  possible,  all  houses  in  the  Borough  will  be 
connected  with  the  main  drains  and  the  sewage  treated  at  the  Sewage 
Disposal  Works. 

The  usual  fumigation  and  disinfection  of  houses  and  clothing 
was  carried  out,  and  the  house  in  which  three  cases  of  Typhoid  Fever 
occurred  has  since  been  discontinued  as  a dwelling  house. 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis. — Eight  (8)  Deaths  were  registered 
from  these  Di.seases  during  1912 — as  compared  with  forty-seven  (47) 
in  1911 — and  an  average  of  25.2  per  year  for  the  five  3^ears  preceding 
1912. 


Six  (6)  of  these  Deaths  were  in  infants  under  one  year  of  age  and 
the  other  two  (2)  in  infants  between  one  and  two  years  old.  One  (1) 
Death  occurred  in  the  first  Quarter,  two  (2)  in  the  second,  three  (3)  in 
the  third,  and  two  (2)  in  the  fourth  Quarter. 

The  summer  of  1912  was  cool  and  wet  and  in  consequence  the 
breeding  of  the  house  fly  was  interfered  with.  To  this  condition  of  the 
weather  1 consider  the  diminution  of  the  Death  rate  from  Diarrhoea 
and  Enteritis  was  mainly  due.  Dr.  Niven,  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  to  the  Manchester  City  Council,  has  made  for  several  years  a 
study  of  the  relation  between  the  prevalence  of  house  flies  and  infantile 
diarrhoea  and  has  fully  substantiated  the  fact  that  as  the  number  of 
flies  increase  so  do  the  fatal  cases  of  diarrhoea — and  when  the  flies 
decrease  or  become  less  active  there  is,  pari  passu,  a diminution  in  the 
number  of  deaths. 

I treated  this  subject  shortly  in  my  report  for  1911,  and  advised 
you  to  take  action  in  two  ways — to  prevent  the  breeding  of  Hies  and  to 
destroy  the  flies  when  they  are  bred. 

For  these  purposes  you  directed  that  your  Officers  should  examine 
the  condition  of  all  manure  receptacles  in  the  more  congested  portions 
of  your  Borough  and  make  a report  thereon  to  you.  This  was  done  and 
you  issued  orders  in  the  case  of  thirty-four  (34)  receptacles  to  the  owners 
to  put  them  into  a more  satisfactory  state. 

Further  you  directed  that  your  men  should  periodically  visit  the 
manure  receptacles  and  cover  them  with  lime,  for  which  later  on  in  the 
summer.  Chloride  of  lime  was  substituted. 

The  cost  incurred  by  this  action  amounted  to  £24  4s.  7d.,  and 
in  my  opinion  the  money  has  been  well  spent  as  it  is  very  probable  that 
some  portion  of  the  decrease  in  Diarrhoeal  Deaths  has  been  due  to  this 
attempt  at  inhibition  of  the  breeding  of  the  house  fly. 
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1 recommend  strongly  that  you  continue  the  same  practice  this 
year  and  that  you  direct  your  Inspectors  to  commence  treating  the 
manure  receptacles  in  June  and  continue  such  treatment  tiU  October. 

Handbills  were  issued  and  distributed  in  the  autumn  of  1911  to 
the  householders  of  Chorley  describing  the  disastrous  results  of 
permitting  a plague  of  flies  with  impunity,  recommending  a war  of 
extermination  and  giving  directions  as  to  the  covering,  especially  in  hot 
weather,  of  all  articles  of  food  and  drink,  especially  such  articles  as  are 
used  for  the  feeding  of  infants  and  young  children.  I recommend  that 
these  handbills  be  again  circulated  throughout  the  town  at  the 
commencement  of  the  hot  season. 

There  has  been  adopted  more  stringency  in  the  requiring  frequent 
removal  of  the  contents  of  the  manure  receptacles  in  1912  than  previously. 
The  more  often  Stable  and  Cowshed  Manure  is  removed  away  from  the 
proximity  of  dwelling  houses,  the  less  likelihood  of  a swarm  of  flies 
invading  these  houses  and  the  less  probability  of  Diarrhoea,  Enteritis 
and  other  diseases,  the  germs  of  which  are  carried  by  these  flies,  becoming 
prevalent  in  these  neighbourhoods. 

In  several  cases  we  have  requested  the  owners  of  these  Manure 
Receptacles  to  have  them  emptied  once  a week  and  generally  these 
requests  have  been  complied  with — though  it  is  often  a matter  of 
difficulty  to  get  farmers  to  remove  manure  in  the  summer  when  it  is  not 
wanted  on  the  land. 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis.— I give  in  Table  II.  (Local 
Government  Board  Tables)  particulars  as  to  the  cases  of  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  notified  to  me  during  the  year. 

Since  January  1st,  1912,  by  the  Regulations  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  (November  15th,  1911)  all  cases  of  Consumption  of 
the  Lungs  must  be  notified  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  not  only 
those  cases  treated  as  In-  or  Out-Patients  of  a Hospital  (Tuberculosis 
Regulations,  1911)  or  by  the  Poor  Law  Medical  Officers  (Tuberculosis 
Regulations,  1908).  Fifty-one  (51)  cases  have  been  notified  to  me 
under  these  various  regulations  as  follows  ; — 

Deaths  of 


Cases  Notified. 

Cases  Notifi 

Poor  Law  Cases  . . 

7 

5 

Hospital  Cases 

6 

1 

Private  Treatment  Cases 

. . 38 

18 

Totals  . . 

. . 51 

24 

At  your  Council  Meeting  in  April  you  authorised  me  to  have 
short  instructions  for  the  use  of  consumptive  patients  printed,  sputum 
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flasks  procured  for  the  more  necessitous  cases  and  you  further  permitted 
me  to  have  the  sputum  of  suspected  consumptives  bacteriologically 
examined,  when  there  is  a doubt  upon  the  part  of  the  Medical  Attendant. 

I have  personally  visited  forty-two  (42)  of  these  cases  and  made 
enquiries  as  to  the  incidence  of  the  disease,  number  of  family,  housing 
accommodation,  family  history,  etc.  ; have  left  the  pamphlet  of 
Instructions  and  given  advice  about  the  spread  of  infection,  have 
furnished  the  necessitous  patients  with  sputum  flasks  since  I procured 
them  and  I have  kept  a register  and  notes  of  all  the  cases. 

Five  (5)  Cases  in  the  Workhouse  and  three  (3)  persons  who  were 
notified  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  I have  not  visited  and  in  one  (1) 
instance  I communicated  with  the  Medical  Attendant  and  sent 
instructions  through  him. 

Eight  (8)  Patients  have  been  sent  to  a Sanatorium  during  the 
year — viz.,  six  (6)  by  the  Chorley  Guardians  and  two  (2)  by  the  Joint 
Hospital  Board. 

As  a rule,  1 have  found  in  my  visits  to  these  cases  that  some 
precautions  had  beeji  taken  by  the  patients  and  their  friends  against 
the  spread  of  infection,  that  the  patients  generally  were  sleeping  in  beds 
by  themselves  and  often  in  separate  rooms  and  that  some  attempt  had 
been  made  to  secure  the  essentials  of  fresh  air,  etc.  Several  homes  of 
these  patients  were,  however,  unsuitable  for  persons  suffering  from 
Consumption  to  reside  in  without  risk  to  themselves  or  their  friends. 

Twenty-nine  (29)  Deaths  of  Residents  from  Phthisis  Pulmonalis 
were  registered  during  1912.  This  number  is  slightly  in  excess  of  that 
recorded  in  1911,  viz.,  26  and  of  the  average  number  of  Deaths  for  the 
decade,  1901 — 1910,  viz.,  27.5. 

That,  however,  the  Mortality  from  Phthisis  is  decreasing  will  be 
seen  from  the  following  averages  for  the  last  three  decades. 


Average  No.  of 

Average  rate 

Decade. 

Deaths  per  decade,  per  10,000. 

1881—1890 

. . 38.5 

18 

1891—1900 

. . 28.7 

11.5 

1901—1910 

. . 27.5 

9.6 

I trust  that  the  active  measures  now  being  taken  and  to  be  taken 
against  this  formidable  disease  will  result  in  a more  rapid  decrease  in 
the  Mortality,  and  that,  as  the  public  become  more  enlightened  as  to 
the  causation  of  the  disease,  its  infectious  nature  and  the  methods 
necessary  to  avoid  becoming  subject  to  it,  fewer  people  will  fall  victims 
to  Phthisis,  and  the  disease  will  be  detected  and  cured  in  its  early  stages. 
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I have  directed  that  the  rooms  which  had  been  occupied 
persons  dying  of  Consumption  should  be  disinfected  and  the  clothes, 
bedding  etc.,  taken  to  the  Disinfector  as  soon  as  possible  after  death. 

The  Local  Government  Board  have  issued  further  Regulations 
as  to  Tuberculosis  by  which,  after  February,  1913,  not  only  cases  of 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  but  all  cases  of  Tuberculosis  in  whatever 
organs  of  the  body  it  may  occur,  have  to  be  notified  to  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  and  weekly  returns  of  such  cases  have  to  be  made  to  the 
Local  Government  Board  and  the  County  Council.  The  Town  Clerk 
has  sent  a circular  and  the  necessary  forms  to  each  Doctor  practising  in 
the  town,  notifying  him  of  this  change  in  the  Tuberculosis  Regulations. 

As  regards  the  treatment  of  persons  suffering  from  Consumption 
and  insured  under  the  National  Insurance  Act,  the  matter  is  in  the  hands 
of  the  Lancashire  Insurance  Committee  and,  I understand,  a scheme  is 
being  formulated  by  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

This  treatment  is  threefold — Sanatorium,  Dispensary  and 

Domiciliary. 

The  Sanatorium  treatment  is  for  the  reception  of  suitable  cases 
of  Early  Consumption,  and  in  these  institutions  under  the  care  of  the 
Tuberculosis  Medical  Officers  patients  will  be  treated  and  kept  under 
observation  for  some  time,  and  thus  learn  the  essential  requisites  for  the 
cure  of  the  disease  in  themselves  and  for  the  prevention  of  spreading 
the  infection  to  others  when  they  return  to  their  own  homes. 

It  is  probable  that  some  cases  of  far  advanced  Phthisis  will  also 
require  Hospital  Accommodation  even  though  no  cure  is  to  be  expected 
— because  of  their  liability  to  spread  the  disease  if  the  patients  remain 
amongst  their  relatives  and  friends  in  their  own  homes,  which  are  often 
ill  suited  for  the  case. 

Dispensary. — At  these  institutions  Cases  of  Phthisis  not  taken 
into  Sanatoria  and  suitable  for  certain  kinds  of  treatment  (Tuberculin, 
etc.,)  will  be  examined  and  under  the  supervision  of  a Tuberculosis 
Medical  Officer  will  receive  such  treatment  as  may  l)e  indicated. 

Domiciliary. — A great  proportion  of  the  cases  of  Phthisis  in 
Insured  Persons  will  be  treated  at  their  own  homes  by  their  own  Medical 
Attendant  either  in  lieu  of,  or  before  going  to,  or  after  returning  from  a 
Sanatorium. 

By  these  different  but  co-related  methods  of  treatment  it  is  hoped 
that  all  cases  of  Phthisis  in  Insured  Persons  will  be  kept  under 
observation  and  treatment  until  complete  recovery  or  other  termination 
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of  the  case  oecurs.  How  far  and  when  these  methods  will  be  extended 
to  the  dependants  of  Insured  Persons  and  the  general  public  is  not 
decided,  but  the  full  extension  has  been  contemplated  by  the  Tu- 
berculosis Commission. 

The  Count}^  Medical  Officer  of  Health  met  the  Chorley  Joint 
Hospital  Board  and  a Deputation  from  your  Council  some  weeks  ago 
and  laid  before  them  the  general  scheme  which  he  proposed  to  advise 
the  Insurance  Committee  to  adopt. 

I hope  that  before  long  this  scheme  will  be  in  full  operation,  and 
I believe  that  it  will  be  found  that  in  or  near  Chorley  there  will  be 
established  a Tuberculosis  DisiDensary  and  possibly  a Sanatorium  for 
the  reception  and  treatment  of  cases  occurring  in  Chorley  and  the 
surrounding  district. 

Disinfection. — During  1912  two  hundred  and  thirty-five  (235) 
houses  have  been  fumigated  and  disinfected,  and  five  thousand,  two 
hundred  and  fifty-six  (5256)  articles  of  clothing,  etc.,  were  passed 
through  the  Steam  Disinfector. 

As  I have  previously  remarked  all  the  houses  from  which 
Infectious  Cases  were  notified — together  with  the  clothing,  bedding, 
etc., — were  disinfected,  and  this  includes  the  rooms,  clothing,  etc.,  of 
persons  dying  from  Pulmonary  Consumption. 

Ptomaine  Poisoning. — In  May,  1912,  there  was  an  extensive 
outbreak  of  Ptomaine  Poisoning  in  the  Borough  and  in  the  surrounding 
townships.  I gave  you  a preliminary  report  at  the  meeting  of  the  Town 
Council  in  May,  and  now  I have  to  supplement  that  report. 

1 was  informed  on  the  evening  of  Monda}^  May  13th,  that  several 
persons  were  suffering  from  severe  diarrhoea,  vomiting  and  abdominal 
pain  and  that  all  these  people  had  partaken  of  pork  bought  at  one  shop 
at  the  end  of  the  preceding  week.  1 made  enquiries  at  once  from  all 
the  Medical  Practitioners  in  the  town  and  eventually  found  that  one 
hundred  and  thirty  (130)  inhabitants  of  the  Borough  had  suffered, 
some  very  severely,  from  these  symptoms  after  having  eaten  pork  cooked 
at  and  bought  from  this  shop.  Those  who  had  eaten  this  pork  came  from 
fifty-five  (55)  houses  situated  in  all  parts  of  the  town  and  I visited  each 
house  and  made  enquiries  as  to  the  number  of  inmates  in  the  houses, 
the  number  of  persons  who  had  partaken  of  the  pork  the  number  of 
subsequent  sufferers,  the  amount  eaten  by  each  as  far  as  possibly  could 
be  stated,  the  time  that  had  elapsed  between  the  eating  of  the  pork  and 
the  onset  of  the  symptoms,  the  severity  of  the  symptoms  and  the  present 
condition  of  those  attacked, 
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To  summarize  the  result  of  these  enquiries,  I may  state  that,  as 
far  as  I could  ascertain,  only  four  (4)  persons  who  had  eaten  the  pork 
escaped  without  suffering  any  symptoms  whatever — that  in  many 
houses  I found  that  several  persons  had  not  eaten  the  pork  and  were 
quite  well,  whereas  their  fellow  inmates  who  had  partaken  of  the  pork 
were  or  had  been  very  ill — that  the  symptoms  came  on  at  varying  intervals 
from  two  or  three  hours  up  to  over  a day  after  eating ; but,  generally 
within  the  first  twelve  hours,  and  that  in  one  or  two  cases  persons  had 
suffered  from  the  symptoms  who  had  not  eaten  any  pork  but  only  some 
of  the  seasoning. 

Directly  I received  information  of  the  outbreak  I visited  the  shop 
and  stopped  any  further  sale.  I took  possession  of  the  remainder  of 
the  pork,  and  sent  portions  of  the  cooked  and  uncooked  meat  to  the 
Bacteriological  Laboratory  at  Manchester  University,  for  examination 
by  Doctor  Delepine. 

In  accordance  with  the  instructions  of  the  Local  Government 
Board,  I sent  a letter  to  that  Board  informing  them  of  the  outbreak 
and  Dr.  Hamill,  one  of  the  Inspectors,  was  sent  to  enquire  into  the 
whole  circumstances. 

Dr.  Hamill  made  a careful  investigation  of  the  premises,  etc., 
from  which  the  pork  was  sent  to  Chorley  and  also  the  shop  in  Chorley 
from  which  the  pork  was  sold  and  we  spent  several  days  in  making 
enquiries  from  the  people  who  had  suffered  from  the  Ptomaine  Poisoning. 

Dr.  Delepine  made  a prolonged  and  careful  bacteriological  and 
experimental  investigation  and  sent  a provisional  report  some  months 
ago.  In  this  he  states  that  he  has  isolated  from  the  food  consumed  by 
the  persons  who  were  affected  by  the  outbreak,  and  from  post  mortem 
specimens,  two  kinds  of  organisms — one  belonging  to  the  Bacillus 
Enteriditis  group  and  the  other  to  the  Proteus  group — and  that  both 
kinds  are  capable  of  producing  an  illness  of  the  type  observed  in  the 
Chorley  outbreak.  He  thinks  that  the  most  probable  cause  was  the 
presence  of  the  Bacillus  Enteriditis  but  is  not  satisfied  that  the  evidence 
is  sufficient  to  prove  that  that  was  the  only  cause.  A further  report  of 
his  conclusions  will  be  forwarded  when  he  completes  the  study  of  the 
cultures.  The  existence  of  the  organisms  in  the  specimens  sent  to  Dr. 
Delepine  and  the  general  history  of  the  cases  prove  that  the  outbreak 
was  one  of  ptomaine  poisoning  and  the  next  thing  to  ascertain  was  where 
the  contamination  with  these  infective  organisms  arose.  A considerable 
consignment  of  pigs  was  sent  from  the  County  Council  Farm  to  a 
wholesale  pork  dealer  in  a neighbouring  town.  A relatively  small 
proportion  of  this  consignment  was  sold  to  the  shopkeeper  in  Chorley 
and  the  remainder  was  disposed  of  in  Bolton.  Careful  enquiry  was 
made  in  Bolton  as  to  whether  there  had  been  any  outbreak  of  a similar 
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nature  there  with  an  absolutely  negative  result.  The  pork,  well  wrapped 
up,  was  brought  to  Chorley  by  a carrier  and  I have  no  reason  to  believe 
it  was  contaminated  on  the  journey.  It  was  then  hung  up  in  the  shop, 
and  the  legs  of  pork  were  taken  down  as  occasion  required, to  be  cooked 
in  the  two  kitchens  attached  to  the  shop. 

There  was  found  subsequently  an  untrapped  drain  communicating 
with  the  kitchen,  (which  was  at  once  put  into  a sanitary  condition),  but 
not  one  of  us  who  investigated  into  the  matter  is  of  opinion  that  this 
was  the  cause  of  the  contamination. 

The  most  reasonable  supposition  is  that  the  meat  was 
contaminated  by  dust  containing  these  infective  organisms  being  blown 
into  the  shop,  the  door  of  which  was  almost  always  open  upon  a street 
with  a great  deal  of  traffic. 

This  supposition  is  somewhat  strengthened  in  my  opinion  by 
the  fact  that  in  a*neighbouring  township  a very  much  less  severe  and  less 
extensive  outbreak  of  diarrhoea,  etc.,  occurred  a few  days  before  in  the 
case  of  several  persons  who  had  eaten  porkpies  obtained  from  another 
shop  in  Chorley — also  on  a main  thoroughfare. 

Though  many  of  the  persons  attacked  with  ptomaine  poisoning 
were  very  seriously  ill,  I am  glad  to  say  that  only  one  Death  resulted. 

The  practical  suggestion  to  be  made,  if  our  supposition  of  the 
origin  of  the  contamination  is  correct,  is  that  the  streets — especially 
main  thoroughfares  abutting  on  shops — be  more  frequently  watered 
than  at  present  so  as  to  keep  down  the  dust. 

Water  Supply. — Chorley  is  supplied  with  water  from  the 
Liverpool  Corporation  Works. 

During  the  year  extension  of  the  mains  has  been  made  to  the 
following  new  streets — Erskine,  Yarrow,  Wallett’s,  Rylands  and 
Henderson  Roads,  and  Plymouth  Grove,  and  further  lengths  of  mains 
have  been  laid  to  new  property  in  several  streets — Canterbury  Street, 
Back  Russell  Street,  Stump  Lane,  etc. 

I have  not  received  any  complaints  during  the  year  of  the  lack 
of  pressure  in  Heapey  Road  or  other  of  the  higher  portions  of  the  town. 

One  case  of  Lead  Poisoning  has  occurred  and,  by  your  directions, 
I had  the  water  analysed.  The  report  was  to  the  effect  that  there  was 
no  general  contamination  of  the  water  supply  with  lead,  but  in  this 
particular  house,  the  water  showed  traces  of  lead. 
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Food  and  Drugs. — As  usual  the  County  Police  have  from  time 
to  time  taken  samples  of  various  articles  of  food  and  drugs  and  submitted 
them  to  the  County  Analyst. 

One  hundred  and  eleven  (111)  Samples  were  taken  in  1912,  viz  : 
Butter  24,  Milk  18,  Lard  19,  Coffee  12,  Tea  8,  Sugar  8,  Pepper  6,  Cheese  4, 
Flour  4,  Yeast  4,  Ginger  2,  Jam  1,  and  Cream  of  Tartar  1. 

In  no  case  was  adulteration  sufficiept  to  warrant  prosecution  of 
the  Sellers  found. 

Milk  Supply. — Milk  is  supplied  to  the  inhabitants  of  Chorley 
both  by  farmers  resident  in  your  Borough  and  by  farmers  from  the 
outlying  townships.  There  are  forty  (40)  Cowkeepers  and  Purveyors  of 
Milk  on  the  Register,  but  only  those  have  been  registered  who  are 
resident  within  the  boundaries  of  the  Borough.  The  general  condition 
of  the  Cowsheds  is  much  more  satisfactory  than  formerly. 

The  Cowsheds  are  visited  from  time  to  time  ta  ascertain  if  the 
Regulations  are  being  carried  out  and  generally  with  satisfactory  results. 
No  action  has  been  taken  as  to  the  Veterinar}'^  Examination  of  Tuber- 
culous Cows  during  the  year. 

Slaughter  House. — The  alterations  and  improvements, 
mentioned  in  my  Report  for  1911,  were  completed  at  the  commencement 
of  the  year,  and  now,  I consider  that  we  have  a sanitary  and  satisfactory 
building  for  the  slaughtering  of  the  animals  used  for  food,  and  for  the 
storing  of  the  meat  in  the  cooling  house  until  it  is  required  by  the  butchers. 
The  addition  of  a separate  room  for  the  reception  of  doubtful  or  diseased 
carcases  until  they  are  carefully  inspected  is  of  great  advantage. 

Owing  to  the  scare  about  “ Foot  and  Mouth  Disease  ” the  number 
of  Animals  slaughtered  at  the  Abattoir  has  been  less  than  usual,  but 
the  provision  of  the  cooling  house  has  resulted  in  a large  quantity  of 
dressed  meat  being  brought  to  the  Slaughter  House  for  inspection  and 
storing.  The  number  of  Animals  slaughtered  during  1912  was  as 
follows  : — Cattle  1449,  Calves  280,  Sheep  7740,  and  Pigs  792. 

I have  condemned  as  unfit  for  food  the  following  carcases  ; — 
one  (1)  Beast,  three  (3)  Pigs,  nine  (9)  Sheep,  and  four  (4)  Calves,  and  the 
weight  of  the  meat  so  condemned  was  two  thousand  and  eighteen  (2,018) 
pounds.  In  addition,  five  thousand  and  seventy-nine  (5,079)  pounds 
of  offal  have  been  destroyed  in  the  case  of  animals  where  some  disease 
has  been  present  but  not  sufficient  to  necessitate  the  condemnation  of 
the  meat. 

Another  improvement  during  the  year  has  been  the  erection  of 
a new  Skin  Cleaning  House  in  lieu  of  the  very  insanitary  building  in 
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which  this  work  had  been  previously  carried  on.  Since  the 
commencement  of  1913  this  building  has  been  com])leted. 

Von  have  also  passed  ))lans  for  the  covering  of  the  lairages,  and 
I expect,  this  work  will  soon  be  accomplished.  The  removal  of  the 
manure,  offal,  etc.,  daily  from  the  Slaughter  House  and  the  provision 
of  the  two  tanks  into  which  the  offal,  etc.,  can  be  directly  put,  has  been 
a great  improvement.  These  tanks  are  used  on  alternate  days  and 
thoroughly  washed  out  and  cleansed  at  the  Towns  Yard  after  their  return 
from  the  farmer  who  has  contracted  to  remove  the  manure. 

Smoke. — Observations  have  been  taken  from  time  to  time  of 
the  emission  of  black  smoke  from  factory  chimneys.  There  has  been 
no  prosecution  by  the  Council  against  any  owner  however  during  the 
year. 


At  your  October  Meeting  a Resolution  was  passed  that  a letter 
be  written  to  all  the  Manufacturers  in  the  Borough  calling  attention  to 
the  Regulations  for  the  emission  of  smoke  and  enclosing  a copy  of  these 
Regulations. 

One  (1)  householder  has  been  prosecuted  for  Chimney  Firing. 

Sewage  Disposal  Works  and  Sewerage. — I regret  to  say 
that  the  Bolton  Road  district  is  still  without  an}^  system  of  Sewage 
Disposal.  Your  Surveyor,  by  your  directions,  prepared  plans  and 
estimates  for  Sewage  Disposal  Works  upon  land  at  Redbank,  and  these 
were  submitted  to  the  Local  Government  Board  and  an  Enquiry  held 
on  June  26th. 

There  was  strong  opposition  to  this  scheme  on  the  part  of 
neighbouring  landowners  and  others,  and  it  was  alleged  at  the  enquiry 
that  the  land  chosen  for  the  disposal  works  was  liable  to  be  flooded  in 
case  of  great  storms,  and  objection  was  made  to  the  multiplication  of 
sewage  disposal  works. 

The  Local  Government  Board  subsequently  decided  to  refuse 
their  consent  to  your  scheme,  and  I beg  to  recommend  that  you  proceed, 
without  delay,  to  make  amended  plans  and  estimates  for  a scheme  bj'- 
which  the  sewage  from  Bolton  Road  and  the  side  streets  may  be  carried 
to  the  Cowling  Sewage  Works. 

By  such  a scheme,  approved  by  the  Local  Government  Board, 
the  sewage  from  all  the  houses  at  jiresent  erected  or  likely  to  be  built 
except  those  at  Redbank,  could  be  carried  to  the  present  Sewage  Works 
at  Cowling,  and  there  could  be  effectively  treated,  though  most  probably 
the  Cowling  Sewage  Works  would  require  to  be  extended. 
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The  houses  at  Redbank  are  now  drained  into  a precipitating  tank 
and,  considering  the  locality,  I think  there  is  no  urgent  necessity  for  any 
other  treatment  of  the  limited  amount  of  sewage  produced  at  present 
and  not  at  all  likely  to  be  much  increased  in  the  near  future. 

I have  had  frequent  complaints  about  the  condition  of  the  drains 
and  tanks  in  Bolton  Road  and  I consider  this  matter  one  of  urgent 
importance. 

The  main  Sewage  Disposal  Works  at  Common  Bank  are  now 
completed.  During  the  year  the  ten  new  Filterbeds  have  been  finished 
increasing  the  filtering  area  from  2,100  to  3,790  superficial  yards.  These 
new  Filters  are  worked  in  duplicate,  being  fed  with  syphons  and  having 
patent  alternators  so  that  each  bed  is  charged  alternately  from  the  top 
and  bottom  by  means  of  perforations  at  the  base  of  the  division  walls. 

Sewers  have  been  laid  in  Kershaw  Street,  Cobden  Street,  Queen’s 
Road,  Park  Road,  Maf eking  Road,  Blackstone  Road,  Morris  Road, 
Erskine  Road,  Marlborough  Street,  Tootell  Street,  Curate  Street,  St. 
Peter’s  Street,  Yarrow  Road,  Woodfield  Road,  Windermere  Road,  etc. 

The  systematic  examination  and  cleaning  out  of  the  water  closet 
and  yard  drains  has  been  carried  out  during  the  year.  Though  the 
number  of  examinations  have  not  been  quite  so  many  as  in  1911 — a 
large  amount  of  this  very  useful  work  has  been  done  in  1912  as  you  will 
see  from  the  following  figures  : — 

Number  of  Fresh  Water  Closets  examined  and  cleaned  . . . 17175 

,,  Waste  Water  Closets  ,,  ,,  . . . . 3151 

,,  Yard  Drains  >>  ,,  • • 41994 

That  this  work  has  been  necessary  will  be  seen  from  the  number 
of  drains  that  have  been  stopped  and  had  to  be  opened. 

Fresh  Water  Closets  stopped  . , . . . . 473  or  2.7  per  cent. 

Waste  Water  Closets  stopped  . . . . . . 363  or  11.5  per  cent. 

Yard  Drains  stopped  ..  ..  ..  ..  609  or  1.4  per  cent. 

The  much  greater  liability  to  the  stoppage  of  the  waste  water 
closets  than  of  the  fresh  water  closets  will  be  noticed  by  you — between 
four  and  five  times  as  many  waste  water  closets  having  been  found 
stopped  in  comparison  with  the  same  number  of  water  closets.  I hope 
that,  as  far  as  possible,  the  Council  will  cease  to  authorize  the  waste 
water  system  in  the  case  of  new  houses. 

The  whole  of  the  main  sewers  have  been  flushed  at  intervals 
during  the  year. 
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Public  Conveniences. — During  1912  under  the  direction  of 
your  Surveyor,  urinals  and  water  closets  have  been  constructed  on 
Park  Road  and  Market  Place  and  at  the  latter  situation  a public 
Lavatory  has  also  been  made.  The  Conveniences  on  the  Market  Place 
are  underground  and  are  a great  improvement  upon  those  which  had 
been  previously  erected  there. 

Scavenging. — This  work  is  done  by  the  Corporation  men  under 
the  direction  of  your  Sanitary  Inspector  and  is  regularly  and 
systematically  carried  out. 


Only  dry  ashes,  etc.,  ought  to  be  put  into  the  ash  bins  and  all 
vegetable  refuse,  etc.,  ought  to  be  burnt  by  the  householders.  In  order 
to  bring  this  to  the  notice  of  the  people  you  have  recently  ordered  that 
the  new  ash  bins  be  stamped  with  the  words,  “ For  Dry  Ashes  Only.” 


The  refuse  is  taken  to  and  consumed  at  the  Destructor  and  during 
1912  the  amount  disposed  of  was  as  follows  : — 


House  refuse 

Tons. 

. . 7047 

Cwts. 

4 

Qrs, 

2 

Trade  refuse 

, • 

102 

6 

2 

Fish  refuse 

107 

19 

0 

Totals 

. . 7257 

10 

0 

The  Fish  Guano  Manufacture  has  resulted  in  a very  considerable 
profit  being  made  by  the  Corporation  in  1912. 

The  Destructor  Works  have  been  improved  during  1912  by  the 
erection  of  a new  clinker  breaker  and  tin  crusher — and  these  are  now 
working  satisfactorily. 


Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act. — Under  this  Act  one 
hundred  and  eighteen  (118)  Houses  have  been  inspected  and  examined 
in  1912  and  in  Table  G I have  given  a list  of  the  defects  found,  the 
number  of  informal  or  statutory  notices  served  and  the  results  of  theie 
notices. 
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TABLE  G. 


Number  of  Houses  inspected  . . . . . . . . . . ns 

,,  Houses  considered  more  or  less  unfit  for  habitation  . 114 

,,  Houses  recommended  to  Council  for  Closure  . . . 0 

,,  Closing  Orders  made  . . . . . . . . . . (» 

Houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  without  the 

making  of  Closing  Order  . . . . . . . . 37 

,,  Houses  which  were  put  into  habitable  state  after 

the  issuing  of  Closing  Order  . . . . . . 0 

,,  Houses  demolished  . . . . . . . . . . () 

,,  Informal  notices  served  . . . . . . . . . 34 

,,  Statutory  notices  served  . . . . . . . . 80 

„ Defects  in  Drainage  found  . . . . . . . . 33 

,,  Houses  insufficiently  lighted  . . . . . . . . 0 

,,  Houses  insufficiently  ventilated  . . . . . . 79 

,,  Houses  in  dirty  condition  . . . . . . . . 89 

,,  Yards  in  dirty  condition  or  not  paved  . . . . 15 

,,  Houses  in  which  kitchens  were  defectively  flagged  . . 51 

,,  Houses  in  which  bedroom  floors  were  defective  . . 39 

,,  Houses  in  which  stairs  were  defective.  . . . . . 29 

,,  Houses  in  which  roofs  were  defective  . . . . . 43 

,,  Houses  in  which  were  defects  causing  dampness  . . 15 

,,  Houses  where  closet  accommodation  was  defective  . . 10 

,,  Houses  in  which  other  defects  were  found  . . . . 16 


Only  four  (4)  houses  were  in  an  absolutely  satisfactory  condition 
but  in  many  others  there  was  only  one  defect  or  another  but  in  some 
there  were  several  insanitary  conditions. 

The  houses  were  examined  as  to  lighting,  ventilation,  cleanliness, 
drainage,  dampness,  sufficiency  and  condition  of  closet  accommodation, 
condition  of  floors,  stairs,  walls  and  roofs,  and  the  state  of  the  back 
yards  and  cellars. 

In  thirty-seven  (37)  houses  all  the  repairs  have  been  completed 
and  one  hundred  and  sixty -eight  (168)  complaints  have  been  remedied. 
In  several  houses  the  work  has  been  partly  done  and  eighty-two  (82) 
defects  are  in  hand  to  be  remedied,  whilst  in  the  case  of  one  hundred 
and  sixty-nine  (169)  defects  no  work  has  been  commenced.  Some  of 
the  houses  were  visited  late  in  the  year  and  I expect  when  finer  weather 
occurs  that  the  work  will  be  undertaken. 

You  have  appointed  a small  Sub-C'ommittee  of  the  Sanitary 
Committee  to  meet  at  regular  intervals,  thoroughly  examine  the 
Inspection  Cards  along  with  your  Officials  and  report  to  the  Sanitary 
Committee.  I venture  to  think  that  this  action  will  ensure  more 
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attention  being  paid  to  the  results  of  House  Inspection  and  that  more 
stringent  action  will  be  taken  in  the  ease  of  defaulting  owners  who  are 
legally  liable  to  make  necessary  repairs. 

Only  one  (1)  case  of  Overcrowding  has  been  discovered  and  this 
has  been  abated. 

Factory  and  Workshops  Act. — In  the  Home  Office  Table  at 
the  end  of  this  Report  there  are  given  particulars  as  to  the  number  of 
Workshops  on  the  Register  and  the  various  defects  found  in  them  during 
1912. 


You  will  notice  that  only  one  Employer  has  sent  in  a list  of 
persons  working  for  such  Employer  at  their  own  homes.  It  is  not 
within  the  knowledge  of  your  Officials  that  there  are  any  more — but  in  a 
town  of  the  size  of  Chorley  it  seems  to  me  very  improbable  that  only 
one  person  employs  people  to  v/ork  for  him  at  such  persons  home  and 
I am  afraid  that  the  provisions  of  the  Act  are  being,  either  through 
ignorance  or  wilfully,  evaded. 

You  have  granted  Certificates  to  two  underground  Bakehouses 
during  the  year — such  Bakehouses  having  been  considered  by  your 
Officials  to  be  in  a sufficiently  satisfactory  condition. 

The  number  of  Inspections  of  Workshops  during  the  year  has 
not  been  accurately  kept — but  onlj^  those  have  been  recorded  when 
some  sanitary  or  other  defect  has  been  found. 

The  chief  defects  have  been  want  of  cleanliness,  and  all  the  defects 
have  been  remedied  with  the  exception  of  three  and  these  three  (3)  are 
want  of  secondary  egress  from  workshops,  and  are  being  attended  to 
by  the  owners  of  these  workshops. 

Schools. — Most  of  the  Elementary  Schools  in  the  Borough  are 
in  a satisfactory  condition  and  well  ventilated,  warmed  and  lighted. 

In  my  last  Annual  Report  I recommended  that  all  the  Schools 
should  be  more  frequently  thoroughly  washed  and  cleaned. 

I have  received  from  the  Head  Teachers  of  the  Schools  regularly 
reports  of  the  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  amongst  children  attending 
School.  I have  visited  from  time  to  time  Schools  where  there  have  been 
numerous  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  reported  to  me,  and  now  that  the 
Education  Authority  have  secured  the  services  of  a School  Nurse,  this 
information  will  be  still  more  valuable.  Altogether  six  hundred  and  ten 
(610)  Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  were  notified  to  me  during  1912  by 
the  School  Teachers  and  I give  below  the.  number  of  cases  of  each 
disease  in  each  School  reported  during  the  year. 
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TABLE  F. 


SCHOOL. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Measles. 

Diphtheria, 

Whooping 

Cough. 

Chicken- 

1 Pox. 

Mumps. 

Ring- 

worm. 

TOTALS. 

Parish 

10 

40 

5 

55 

St.  George’s 

St.  James’ 

7 

4 

32 

, , 

97 

9 

149 

19 

1 

1 

53 

2 

55 

1 

132 

St.  Peter’s 

2 

10 

1 

40 

2 

55 

All  Saints 

2 

30 

32 

St.  Mark’s 

, , 

2 

5 

4 

11 

St.  Mary’s 

6 

3 

15 

1 

31 

io 

66 

Sacred  Heart 

9 

1 

8 

2 

3 

23 

Weldbank 

17 

1 

1 

19 

Hollinshead  Street 

, , 

, , 

16 

7 

16 

39 

Wesleyan 

4 

4 

1 

18 

2 

29 

Totals 

76 

24 

3 

219 

16 

250 

22 

610 

Lodging  Houses. — Some  years  ago  there  were  a considerable 
number  of  Lodging  Houses  on  the  Register  but  at  present  there  are  only 
four  (4),  two  (2)  of  which  are  Model  Lodging  Houses  belonging  to  a 
Company  and  two  (2)  are  small  private  Lodging  Houses. 

These  have  been  visited  from  time  to  time  and  your  Officials 
have  not  any  complaint  to  make  about  their  condition  or  any  report 
to  give  of  any  breach  of  the  Regulations. 


Offensive  Trades.— The  number  of  premises  in  which  Offensive 
Trades  are  carried  on  is  as  follows  : — 

Tripe  Dressers  . . . . . . . . . 8 

Tallow  Melters . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Gut  Dressers  . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Tanners  . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Complaints  have  been  made  from  time  to  time  about  one  or 
other  of  these  premises,  and  your  Inspectors  and  myself  have  visited 
and  examined  different  premises  and  given  instructions  with  the  view 
of  rendering  these  works  as  little  offensive  as  possible. 

By  the  death  of  Mr.  Cunliflfe,  the  late  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector, 
the  Corporation  of  Chorley  have  lost  a most  able,  zealous  and  thoroughly 
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satisfactory  olticial.  He  was  the  first  Inspector  appointed  by  your 
pi’cdecessors,  the  Chorley  (Commissioners,  upon  the  passing  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1875.  During  the  long  period  that  1 have  been  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  under  the  Commissioners  and  your  Council,  1 always 
found  him  most  interested  in  and  capable  for  his  work,  a man  of  strong 
opinions  and  tenacity,  yet  ready  to  carry  out  instructions  given  to  him, 
and  never  sparing  time  or  ti’ouble  when  the  interests  of  the  town  w'ere  in 
question.  The  towm  has  lost  a valuable  servant  and  I,  a zealous  and 
trustworthy  colleague. 

Mr.  Heaps  who  has  had  over  twenty  years  training  under  and 
association  with  Mr.  Cunliffe  has  been  appointed  by  you  to  succeed  him 
and  1 believe  that  the  work  will  be  carried  out  by  him  and  the  Assistant 
Inspector,  Mr.  Thorpe,  in  a satisfactory  manner. 

In  the  last  Table,  1 give  a list  of  the  various  sanitary  improvements 
made  and  nuisances  abated  as  the  result  of  notices  from  your  Inspectors 
or  orders  issued  by  the  Town  Council. 

TABLE  H. 


Stoppages  of  Water  Closets  removed  . . . . 836 

Stoppages  of  Yard  Drains  removed  . . . . 609 

Defective  House  Drains  repaired  . . . . . . 48 

Defective  Water  Closets  repaired  . . . . . . 74 

Defective  Yards  and  Passages  remedied  . . . . 12 

Poultry,  etc.,  kept  so  as  to  be  a nuisance  removed  6 

Dirty  Yards  and  Closets  cleaned  . . . . . . 26 

Insufficient  Closet  Accommodation  remedied  . 3 

Manure  Receptacles  altered  . . . . . . 14 

Dirty  Houses,  Cellars,  etc.,  cleaned  . . . . 10 

Other  Nuisances  Abated  . . . . . . . . 43 


Totals  1681 


1 have  the  honour  to  be, 
Gentlemen, 


Your  obedient  servant. 


JAMES  A.  HARRIS. 
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Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  year  1912. 


Chorley  Rural  District. 
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Causes  of,  and  Ages  at  Death,  during  the  year  1912 
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TABLE  IV. 


INFANT  MORTALITY. 

1912.  Nett  Deaths  from  stated  causes  at  various  ages  under  1 Year  of  Age. 


Cause  of  Death. 

Under 

1 week 

1 

1 

! 1 — 2 weeks 

2 — 3 weeks 

3 — 4 weeks 

Total 

under 

1 1 month. 

1 1 — 3 months 

3 — 6 months 

6 — 9 months 

9—12 

months. 

Total 
deaths 
under 
one  year. 

All  Causes — 

Certified 

22 

2 

I 

4 

29 

13 

17 

21 

12 

92 

Uncertified  . . 

1 

1 

1 

2 

f Measles  . 

1 

1 

\ Whooijing-Cough 

3 

3 

5 

11 

Erysipelas 

2 

2 

Abdominal  Tuberculosis 

1 

, , 

, , 

1 

Meningitis(?to<  Tnberculouy 

• . 

. . 

I 

, , 

I 

1 

Convulsions 

1 

1 

, , 

2 

3 

Bronchitis 

1 

1 

2 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  . 

3 

4 

4 

11 

f Diarrhoea 

I 

1 

1 

, , 

3 

i Enteritis 

1 

2 

3 

Suffocation,  overlying 

1 

. , 

, , 

1 

Injury  at  birth 

1 

I 

1 

.Congenital  Malforma- 
tions . . 

1 

1 

I 

2 

Premature  birth 

13 

2 

2 

17 

I 

18 

1 

Atrophy,  Debility  and 
^ Marasmus 

5 

2 

7 

3 

4 

2 

1 

17 

Other  Causes  . . 

2 

2 

4 

5 

6 

17 

1 

23 

2 

1 

4 

30 

13 

18 

21 

12 

94 

Nett  Births  in  the  year  : Legitimate,  668  ; Illegitimate,  28.  Nett 
Deaths  in  the  year  of  ; Legitimate  Infants,  90  ; Illegitimate  Infants,  4 
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Inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops,  and  Workplaces. 

Including  Inspections  made  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Inspectors  of 

Nuisances. 


Written 
Inspections.  Notices, 

Workshops  . . 20  20 


Defects  found  in  Factories,  Workshops,  and  Workplaces. 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  ; — 

Number  of  Defects. 
Kound.  aemedie<l. 


Want  of  Cleanliness  14  14 

Want  of  Ventilation  1 1 

Want  of  Drainage  of  Floors 1 1 

Other  Nuisances 4 1 

Totals 20  17 


Home  Work. 

Lists  received  from  Empioyers. 
Sending  once  in  tlie  year. 

Outworkers. 
Contractors.  Workmen. 

Wearing  Apparel 1 1 


Registered  Workshops. 

Workshops  on  the  Register  (s.  131)  at  the  end  of  the  year  : — 

Number. 


Bakehouses 51 

Workshops  168 

Laundries  4 

Rag  Sorters 3 

Total  number  of  workshops  on  register  226 


Other  Matters. 

Action  taken  in  matters  referred  bj^  H.M.  Inspector 
as  remediable  under  the  Public  Health  Acts,  but  not 
under  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act  (s.  5) 

Number. 


Notified  by  H.M.  Inspector  20 

Reports  (of  action  taken)  sent  to  H.M.  Inspector  . 17 

Underground  Bakehouses  (s.  101)  : — 

Certificates  granted  during  the  year 2 

In  use  at  the  end  of  the  year 3 
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